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4 See Patel, (2002) for a full discussion of BSES. 
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1. Instills a habit of saving in women of low-income communities 
 
2. Runs and operates credit societies or savings groups 

 
3. Provides loans to members in times of need 
 
4. Plays an active role in the empowerment of women 
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Members of Mahila Milan discuss their resettlement.             
Figure 4         
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·  Savings and loan activities regularly draw people together, and provide the opportunity for 
members to gradually strengthen their individual capacities to deal with household and 
community issues, resulting in a process of collective empowerment.   

 
· Financial mechanisms are linked to daily needs of the urban poor, and are thus defined by them, 

allowing for rapid access to funds should the need arise. 
 
· Savings and loan activities allow the urban poor to address their needs with their own resources. 
 
· The continuous learning process of the community as a cohesive unit enhances their 

understanding of formal sector mechanisms that affect their lives. When combined with a degree 
of financial security, it facilitates the participatory nature of urban development. 

 



��  !��"#�
$�"���%$"��������&�&""'& &�"������'"&��$ "�(&�"������&)�
(��"���� �

�

������������ � �

�9 ��

DIFFERENT LEVELS OF PARTICIPATION 
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